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By Jerry Soverinsky
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

GENEVA — In my 15 years as
an international tour guide, I vis-
ited this city perhaps 20 times. But
each time it was a waypoint to
what I believed were greater ad-
ventures.

People change — and I realized
recently that here in Geneva, cul-
ture, recreation, leisure, shopping,
gastronomy, and geography co-
habit in a world-class environ-
ment.

Switzerland’s second largest ci-
ty is at the southwestern tip of Lac
Léman (Lake Geneva), with the
Rhône and Arve rivers flowing
west of the city center and the Jura
Mountains and Alps hovering ma-
jestically in the background. This
setting is a primary reason Geneva
developed into a focal point for in-
ternational trade and culture.

The banks of the freshwater
lake are lined with bustling cities,
genteel villages, castles, vineyards,
and cycling paths. Western Eu-
rope’s highest peak, Mount Blanc,
visible from many vantage points
in the city, is an hourlong train
ride away. But it takes just a few
minutes to reach less lofty peaks; a
cable car that leads to Le Salève
(Geneva Mountain) is less than
five miles away. 

Since 1559 when John Calvin
founded his College and Academy
(a future center for Enlightenment
scholarship), Geneva has attracted
some of the world’s most influen-
tial artists, musicians, philoso-
phers, and writers. Rousseau,
Montesquieu, Voltaire, Balzac,
Liszt, Piaget, and Dostoevsky all
lived or spent significant time in
Geneva, and their influences are
palpable. 

With roughly 40 museums and
galleries, festivals and concerts, a
Conservatory of Music that has de-
veloped renowned classical talent,
and a Grand Théâtre that offers
acclaimed operas and ballets ac-
companied by the city’s 100-year
old Orchestre de la Suisse Ro-
mande, there’s a nearly endless va-
riety of pursuits. 

And like many of Europe’s lead-
ing cities, Geneva can be covered
on foot. Even at its most distant
points, you’re never more than a
30-minute walk — most of which

can be traced along the lakefront
— from your destination. 

I spent considerable time at the
International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Museum, which chroni-
cles the stories of countries and in-
dividuals ‘‘who have placed them-
selves in the service of mankind.’’
From the moment you are greeted
by multiple statues of hooded kid-
nap victims in the museum’s
courtyard, you gain a deeper ap-
preciation for the significance of
the Red Cross movement.

Locals converge for drinks,
snacks, sunbathing, and spa serv-
ices at Bains des Paquis, where 50-
minute massages cost $60 and en-
try to the Turkish baths is $17.
Here you’re just as likely to share a
sauna with millionaire bankers as
with university students. The
baths are open year-round from
early morning to late evening.

A visit to Geneva’s Old Town
neighborhood is a must. Located
on the lake’s left bank, it’s a rich
collection of cafes, art galleries,
boutiques, and parks, the perfect
place to spend a leisurely after-
noon mixing with locals. 

With easy access to two moun-
tain ranges, a glacial lake at its
doorstep, and bike paths that

project out in every direction, Ge-
neva is worthy of the most active
traveler’s attention. I cycled from
Montreux to Geneva, a 60-mile
lakefront route that was an ideal
way to explore the region. And
transporting bikes on the efficient
Swiss trains is easy, allowing for
one-way journeys. You can rent a
bike at Geneva’s main station for
under $30 a day.

Just outside the city limits, the
banks of Lac Lèman rise to accom-
modate sweeping vineyards that
produce some of the country’s
most flavorful vintages. Tours and
tastings can be arranged easily.
There are three distinct wine-pro-
ducing areas surrounding Geneva
that host 400 wine growers. The
regions combine to produce a rich
diversity of varietals, which in-
clude Chasselas (the most popu-
lar), pinot noir, chardonnay, Ga-
maret, Riesling-Sylvaner and
sauvignon.

The city also boasts more than
a dozen Michelin-rated restau-
rants within a 30-minute drive.
Look for ones wearing the ‘‘Am-
bassadeur du terroir Genevois’’ la-
bel on their storefronts. This in-
forms patrons that the food and
wines presented are procured lo-

cally, providing an intimate taste
of the region’s best products.

Jerry Soverinsky, a freelance
writer in Chicago, can be reached
at jerrysov@sbcglobal.net.

One stopover that deserves a stay: Geneva

RICARDO DE LA RIVA

The Passage du Mont Blanc takes its name from Western Europe’s highest peak, which is visible
from Geneva and lends its name to many things in the Swiss city on Lac Léman.

Where to stay 
Intercontinental
7-9 chemin du Petit-Saconnex
011-41-22-919-3939
interconti.com/geneva
A luxury hotel near the Palais des
Nations. Doubles $445-$700.
Hotel Astoria
6, Place Cornavin
011-41-22-544-5252
astoria-geneve.ch
Doubles $185-$259. 
Where to eat 
Auberge du Lion d’Or
5 Place Pierre-Gautier
011-41-22-736-4432
liondor.ch
Less than 2 miles from Geneva’s
Old Town in Cologny, with a view
of the lake and mountains. En-
trees $70-$120.
Du Midi
4, Place Chevelu
011-41-22-544-1500
hotel-du-midi.ch
Daily specials from $22. Three-
course menus from $38.
Les Armures
1 Rue du Puits-Saint Pierre
011-41-22-310-9172
hotel-les-armures.ch
Traditional Swiss cuisine. Entrees
$17-$46.
What to do 
Musée d’Art et d’Histoire
2 rue Charles-Galland
011-41-22-418-2600
mah.ville-ge.ch/
Outstanding collections dating
from prehistory. 
Parc Villa Barton, La Perle du
Lac, and Parc Mon Repos
Located on the northern shore of
Lac Léman, these three contigu-
ous parks provide an idyllic set-
ting for an afternoon of people-
watching. 
Palais des Nations
14 avenue de la Paix
011-41-22-917-4896
unog.ch
Home of Europe’s United Nations
headquarters and set in a mas-
sive park.

If you go . . .

PARAGON TOURS
1-800-999-5050
WWW.PARAGONTOURS.COM

Prices do not include port and air taxes.

Bermuda/Boston or New York. . . from $349
Caribbean/New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $389

Mexican Riviera Incl Air . . .from $1199
Panama Canal Incl Air . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $1199
Alaska Incl Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $1229
Mediterranean Incl Air . . . . . . . . . . . . from $1849
San Francisco/Hawaii Incl Air . . . . from $2099

Greek Isles Incl Air . . . . . . . . .from $2199

Atlantic City Casinos . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $159
Montreal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $399
Niagara Falls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $489
Maine Coast Adventure . . . . . . . . . .from $519
Outer Banks of North Carolina . .from $679
Mackinac Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $1279

Atlantic Canada. . . . . . . . . . .from$1399
Red Sox Road Trips . . . . . . . . . . . . Call

COACH TOURS

INDEPENDENT VACATIONS

Canyonlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $1239
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta . . .from $1579
Sedona Safari . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $1649
America’s West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $1679

Yellowstone/Tetons . . . . . . . from$1699
Tournament of Roses Parade. . . from $1749
Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $1799
Vienna & Prague Christmas. . . . from $1899
California Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $1999
Sorrento/Amalfi Coast . . . . . . . . . . . from $1999
Spain/Costa del Sol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $1999
Rome,Tuscany,Florence,Venicefrom $2399

CALL FOR
NEW CATALOG

#1 IN QUALITY
AND VALUE

NEW

NEW

Las Vegas Air • Hotel • Shows . . . . . . . . . from $459
Nashville Incl Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $549
Iceland Incl Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from $879

NEW

NEW

NEW

MAGICAL PERU
9 DAYS/16 MEALS . . . . . . from $3049

ESCORTED / AIR INCLUDED CRUISES

RIO/SAOPALL................280
LONDON/DUBLIN... 140-189
PARIS/GERMANY..........179
SOUTH AMERICA...........290
TELAVIV........................339
CAIRO/CAS................... 310
AUSTRALIA...................498
SOUTH AFRICA..............375

WEST AFRICA.........370
NAIROBI................. 359
TOKYO.................... 298
CALIFORNIA..............99
FLORIDA...................79
MEXICO..................149
ITALY/SPAIN...........189
DELHI/BOMBAY...... 385

Fares based 
on 1/2 gov. & 
airport taxes 
(~$25-$300),
fees & September
11th Security fee.
Subject to change/
availability.

1(800)788-0777   1 (212)633-8300  www.ratravel.com

Part or all of the service may be provided by US Airways Express (operated by Air Midwest, Air Wisconsin, Chautauqua, Colgan, Mesa, Piedmont, PSA,
Republic and Trans States) or United®.
* Terms and Conditions: Advertised fare is roundtrip from Boston (BOS) and is valid Sunday-Thursday through May 31, 2008. Blackout dates may apply. Tickets
must be purchased within 24 hours of making the reservation. Tickets are non-refundable; any changes will incur a minimum $200 fee. Taxes/Fees: Fares do not
include a federal excise tax of $3.50 per segment (a flight segment is defined as a takeoff and a landing), the September 11th Security Fee of $2.50 per enplanement,
and Passenger Facility Charges of up to $18 per roundtrip itinerary. Fares do not include international taxes and fees of up to $76 per roundtrip itinerary. Fares
purchased through our Reservations Desk or at US Airways ticket offices will incur additional fees of $10-$20. Fares purchased through travel agents may incur
additional fees. Seats are limited and may not be available on all flights. Fares are subject to availability and may change at any time. ©2008 US Airways, Inc.

Learn more at
usairways.com/ireland

Shannon —
the emerald of Ireland

Seasonal service begins May 13, 2008.

BOSTON TO SHANNON FROM

$608*
ROUNDTRIP

2008�S BEST BUYS � ALL/MOSTLY INCLUSIVE!
Italy(Rome/Flor/Vce,Sicily, Lakes, Tuscany,

Sorrento,Riviera, Puglia) IRL,Spain, France,

Greece w/4 isl.cruise, Britain, China, Branson,
US Nat. Parks w/Vegas, all escorted from $1299
DURGAN TRAVEL SERVICE �� STONEHAM, MA

781-438-2224 1-800-234-9959
Sign up for email specials at www.durgantravel.com
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AFRICAN SAFARI SPECIALIST *1/2  R/T from Boston *Plus Taxes $17 - 200 *Prices subject to change/avail.
NO CREDIT CARDS FEES • Book at TFItours.com

*Family dining gift certificate offer is valid only for new individual bookings made by telephone by 4/30/08 for any hotel & airfare vacation reservation with 3+ guests in the same room or two separate rooms, or for any
cruise reservation with 3+ guests in the same stateroom or for two staterooms shared by a family on any cruise departing by 12/25/08. One dining gift certificate will be mailed to the lead passenger 4 to 6 weeks
post-travel. Certificate has no cash value and cannot be redeemed for cash. All offers are valid only for new individual bookings made by 4/19/08 (unless otherwise noted) for select resort vacations and select cruise
packages. **Best Price Guarantee excludes Princess Cruises; other restrictions and specific instructions apply. Prices are per person based on double occupancy of select rooms/staterooms on select dates; prices
are samples and vary, are subject to availability, capacity-controlled, may not be combinable with other offers, and may be changed or withdrawn at any time without notice. Holiday, school vacation, and other blackout
dates may apply. CST#2077132-20. Vacation prices do not include government taxes and fees or airline taxes, fees, and possible fuel surcharges (sample scheduled airline service is from Boston and provided by
American Airlines or similar carrier); a nonrefundable $19.99 processing fee will be added to bookings made by phone. Cruise prices do not include government taxes and fees, airfare, gratuities (require direct payment
by passenger), or our processing fee. A $20 late booking fee applies within 14 days of departure. Ships’ registries: Royal Caribbean – The Bahamas; Norwegian Cruise Line – The Bahamas; Carnival Cruise Lines – The
Bahamas, Panama. © 2008 Vacation Outlet is a registered trademark of WTH/NLG. All rights reserved.

FREE $100 DINING GIFT CARD!
Family Vacation Sale Applies to All Caribbean,
Mexico & U.S. Vacations!

3 Nights Hotel & Airfare

BONUS: FREE Stay, Play & Eat for Kids!
Book 3+ guests to qualify for a $100 Dining Gift Card
good at 8,500 restaurants!

Price based on select May - Dec Departure(s).

3 Nights from

$449
SAVE
UP TO

$600
PER FAMILY

FREE DISNEY DINING PLAN!

Book a Disney Magic Your Way package by June 22
for travel August24–September20&receivethe
DisneyDiningPlanFREE– 1 Table Service Meal,
1 Counter Service Meal & 1 Snack Daily!
$40 Value Per Adult Per Day.

3 Nights Hotel, Airfare, 3-Day Magic Your Way
Base Ticket & Disney’s Magical Express Service –
complimentary airport transfers, luggage delivery &
FREE Disney Dining Plan.

3 Nights from

$549
SAVE
UP TO

$240
PER COUPLE

LAS VEGAS ON SALE
NewYork,NewYork Hotel & Casino

3 Nights Hotel & Airfare

BONUS: Early Booking Offers End 4/15!
FREE Welcome Cocktails, 2-for-1 Breakfast, 2-for-1 Roller Coaster Ride,
FREE Upgrade, $15 Spa Discount & More!

3 Nights from

$375

PUERTO RICO DELUXE RESORT SALE
Rio Mar Beach Resort & Spa,Wyndham Grand

3 Nights Hotel, Airfare & Transfers

BONUS: Limited-Time Savings End 4/30!
SAVE 40%!

3 Nights from

$575
SAVE
UP TO

$900
PER COUPLE

ARUBA VACATIONS ON SALE
The Mill Resort & Suites

5 Nights Hotel & Airfare
BONUS: FREE Nights & EXCLUSIVE Savings!
FREE $1,000 Island Discount Card,FREE Stay,Play & Eat for Kids!
FREE Champagne & more for honeymooners!

5 Nights from

$529
SAVE
UP TO

$320
PER COUPLE

TOP HOTEL & AIR VACATION DEALS

Price based on select May - Oct Departure(s).

Price based on Disney’s Pop Century Resort on select Aug - Sep Departure(s).
As to Disney artwork, logos and properties: © Disney.

Price based on select Apr - Sep Departure(s).

Price based on select Apr - Dec Departure(s).

TOP CRUISE DEALS

Best Prices Guaranteed!** EXCLUSIVE Deals 24/7 Expert Service

1-800-TAKEOFF • vacationoutlet.com
(1-800-825-3633)

SUMMER CRUISE SALE
The Hottest Deals on Summer Cruises!

BONUS: FREE Family Dining Gift Certificate,
2 FREE Onboard Savings Booklets ($460 value),
FREE Upgrade (up to a $120 value) &
FREE Kids’ Fares!

3 Nights from

$259

CARNIVAL ON SALE
SAVE up to $500 INSTANTLY – Book by April 14!

BONUS: Kids Sail from $99,
FREE Upgrade (up to a $120 value) on most ’08 sailings,
FREE Onboard Spending – up to $200!

3 Nights from

$209

ROYAL CARIBBEAN ON SALE
Limited-Time Offers – Book by April 21!

BONUS: Up to an EXTRA $200 OFF!
EXCLUSIVE Rates!
2 FREE Onboard Savings Booklets ($460 value) &
FREE Dining Upgrade!

5 Nights from

$334

NORWEGIAN ON SALE
Limited-Time Offers & Reduced Deposits!

BONUS: FREE Onboard Spending – up to $150 for select
Bermuda,Alaska & Europe sailings – TODAY ONLY!
50% OFF Deposit for all 2008 sailings – STARTS MONDAY!

7 Nights from

$449

BOSTON TO BERMUDA SALE
EXCLUSIVE Prices Hundreds BelowThe Competition!
Norwegian Cruise Line:
7 Night Bermuda from Boston
Norwegian Dream: Sails most Sundays May – Oct 2008

BONUS: FREE Onboard Spending – up to $150 – TODAY ONLY!

Royal Caribbean:
5 Night Bermuda from Boston
Jewel of the Seas: Oct 23, 2008 only!

Vacation Outlet Customer Favorite!
BONUS: FREE Upgrade – Call Today!

7 Nights from

$549

5 Nights from

$699

EUROPE CRUISES ON SALE
Up to an EXTRA $200 OFF – Book by April 21!

BONUS: Reduced Airfare from Boston, Providence & More!
2 FREE Onboard Savings Booklets ($460 value),
FREE Kids’ Fares on MSC Cruises!
FREE Onboard Spending – up to $200 – Ends April 14!

7 Nights from

$699

Hurry – Offers End Soon!
Hundreds More Family Vacations & Cruises On Sale NOW – Call Today!

FREE $100 Dining Gift Card* with
Any Family VacationEXCLUSIVE

OFFER!

EXCLUSIVE
ONE-TIME
SAILING!

GL M3 19:59 FIRST


